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Abstract

Mining has significant impacts on the environment and communities. Conflicts often arise between
mining companies, governments and local communities over issues such as evictions, environmental
damage and pollution. These conflicts can hinder sustainable development efforts. This research aims to
review the literature on mining conflicts and sustainable development. This research uses the literature
review method. The literature reviewed includes scientific articles, books, and research reports. The
results of this study conclude that mining conflicts can hinder sustainable development by causing social
instability, environmental damage and investment barriers. To address these conflicts, we recommend
an approach that involves all stakeholders, emphasises good governance, responsible environmental
management, empowerment of local communities, and effective dispute resolution mechanisms.
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Introduction

Mining conflicts have emerged as a critical issue in regions abundant in mineral
resources, often leading to significant socio-economic and environmental challenges (Oyarzun
& Oyarzun, 2011). These conflicts arise when the interests of mining companies, local
communities, and governments collide, creating a complex web of interactions (Carvalho,
2017). The root causes of such conflicts can be traced back to a variety of factors, including
land disputes, environmental degradation, and the marginalization of indigenous populations
(Bebbington & Bebbington, 2018). As mining operations expand to meet global demand, the
competition for resources intensifies, exacerbating tensions and leading to protests, legal
battles, and sometimes even violence. The impacts of these conflicts are far-reaching, affecting
not only the immediate stakeholders but also the broader community, as they can lead to loss
of livelihoods, social unrest, and long-term environmental damage (Selmier & Kahindi, 2021).

Addressing mining conflicts requires a multi-faceted approach that prioritizes
sustainable development and equitable resource management (Akiwumi, 2014; Zvarivadza,
2018). Governments and mining companies must work together to ensure that mining activities
are conducted responsibly, with respect for the rights and well-being of local communities.
This includes implementing rigorous environmental regulations, providing fair compensation
and benefits to affected communities, and fostering transparent and inclusive decision-making
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processes (Oyarzin & Oyarzin, 2011; Franco et al., 2018). Moreover, there is a growing need
for international standards and best practices that guide responsible mining practices, ensuring
that the pursuit of mineral resources does not come at the expense of social equity and
environmental sustainability. Ultimately, resolving mining conflicts demands a collaborative
effort to balance economic growth with the imperative of preserving the health of our planet
and the welfare of all its inhabitants (Hilson, 2002; Stiernstrém, 2023).

Mining Conflicts and Sustainable Development there has been substantial research on
mining conflicts and sustainable development separately, there is a lack of integrated analysis
combining both aspects. Previous studies have tended to focus on either the conflict aspect or
the sustainable development aspect in isolation. Therefore, the novelty of this research lies in
its attempt to integrate these two aspects to provide a more holistic understanding of how
mining conflicts can impact sustainable development. It aims to identify potential solutions
that can enhance both aspects simultaneously. A significant limitation in mining conflict
research is the lack of development of predictive models that can help identify potential mining
conflicts in the future. The novelty of this research is in developing a predictive model that can
identify risk factors that may trigger mining conflicts, thus providing guidance for stakeholders
to take preventive actions to manage mining conflicts more effectively.

Mining conflicts have become a significant global concern due to their multifaceted
impacts on sustainable development. Recent studies have highlighted the complex interplay
between mining activities and local communities, governments, and environmental
sustainability (Li et al., 2023). Scholars have emphasized the need for a more nuanced
understanding of mining conflicts, moving beyond simplistic narratives of resource
competition to consider social, economic, and political factors. Additionally, there is a growing
recognition of the importance of integrating local perspectives and traditional knowledge into
mining governance frameworks to promote sustainable development (Pouresmaieli et al.,
2023).

A shift towards more inclusive and participatory approaches to address mining conflicts
and promote sustainable development (Mononen et al., 2023; Lesnikov et al., 2023). This
includes the implementation of Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC) principles, which
aim to ensure that local communities have the right to make decisions about mining activities
that affect them. Furthermore, there is a growing body of literature exploring the role of
corporate social responsibility (CSR) in mitigating mining conflicts and fostering sustainable
development. Scholars have also called for greater transparency and accountability in the
mining sector, highlighting the importance of effective governance mechanisms to prevent and
resolve conflict (Fernando et al., 2023; Badakhshan et al., 2023). Therefore, this research aims
to review the literature on conflict mining and sustainable development.

Research Methods
This research method uses literature review research to analyse mining conflicts and
sustainable development. Case reviews were chosen because they can provide an in-depth
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understanding of the dynamics of mining conflicts in real and complex contexts. The selected
cases cover a range of geographical, social and political contexts to enrich the analysis. Data
were collected through literature studies, official reports and policy documents. Case analyses
were conducted using a pre-developed analytical framework to understand the roots of the
conflict, its impact on sustainable development, and the efforts made to manage the conflict.

In addition to the case review approach, the research also uses a strong theoretical
framework to interpret the findings of the analysed cases. These theoretical frameworks include
conflict theory, sustainable development theory, and natural resource governance theory. The
integration of these theoretical frameworks helps in identifying key factors that influence
mining conflicts and sustainable development, and provides a foundation for formulating more
sustainable policy recommendations. By combining case reviews and theoretical frameworks,
this research is expected to provide a deeper understanding of mining conflicts and their
contribution to sustainable development.

Result and Discussion
1. Factors Causing Mining Conflicts
Mining conflicts are complex phenomena influenced by various factors. One of the
primary factors leading to these conflicts is the clash of interests between the government,
mining companies, and local communities (Rathobei et al., 2024). Governments often
promote investment in the mining industry to boost economic growth, but this frequently
conflicts with the needs and desires of local communities regarding the environment, land
rights, and socio-economic impacts. Mining companies tend to prioritize profit and business
growth without considering the potential negative impacts on local communities, especially
regarding forced displacement and environmental damage (Pouresmaieli et al., 2024).
Furthermore, a lack of transparency and community participation in decision-making
processes related to mining can also trigger conflicts. When local communities feel
excluded from decisions that affect their environment and livelihoods, it can create
dissatisfaction and tension that may escalate into conflicts (Pouresmaieli et al., 2024).
Additionally, a lack of accurate and clear information about mining projects can lead to
mistrust and speculation among communities, exacerbating the conflict situation.
Vulnerable social and economic conditions are also significant factors in creating mining
conflicts. When local communities live in poverty or economic uncertainty, they may be
more susceptible to promises from mining companies regarding economic benefits from the
project (Singh & Kumar, 2024). However, when these promises are not fulfilled or do not
meet expectations, it can lead to tension and conflict between the mining company and the
local community. Thus, it is important to understand that mining conflicts often result from
power imbalances and inequalities between the government, mining companies, and local
communities in terms of access to resources and decisions related to the environment and
development(Corrigan & lkonnikova, 2024).
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Social factors, including cultural heritage and community cohesion, can also play a
role in mining conflicts. Mining projects can disrupt traditional lifestyles and cultural
practices, leading to resentment and resistance from local communities. Furthermore, the
influx of migrant workers associated with mining operations can strain local infrastructure
and social services, leading to tensions with the host community ( Addo & Babil, 2024).
Economic factors, such as the distribution of benefits from mining activities, can contribute
to conflicts. Local communities may feel marginalized if they do not see tangible benefits
from mining projects, leading to grievances and opposition. Moreover, the boom-and-bust
nature of the mining industry can create economic instability in mining regions, further
exacerbating social tensions.

2. Negative Impact of Mining Conflicts on Sustainable Development

Mining conflicts often arise due to conflicts between economic interests and
environmental sustainability. The mining industry is an important pillar in the economies
of many countries, but this activity often has a negative impact on the environment and
surrounding communities. This conflict can hinder the achievement of sustainable
development goals (Matovu et al., 2024), which prioritize a balance between economic
growth, environmental preservation and social justice. One of the negative impacts of
mining conflicts is severe environmental damage. Mining activities often result in
deforestation, water and soil pollution, and ecosystem degradation. This not only damages
the habitat of flora and fauna, but also reduces the quality of life of local communities who
depend on these natural resources.

Mining conflicts also cause social and health problems for local communities.
Environmental pollution can cause disease in local residents, while relocation and changes
in social structures can result in tension and conflict within communities (Addo & Babil,
2024). This often ignores the rights of indigenous peoples and other vulnerable groups.
Inequity in the distribution of profits from mining activities is often a source of conflict.
Although the mining industry can generate large revenues, the benefits are often not felt by
local communities. This can increase economic inequality and worsen poverty conditions.
Mining conflicts can hinder sustainable development efforts. The environmental damage
and social problems caused by these conflicts can reduce a country's ability to achieve
sustainable development goals, such as poverty reduction, good health, and environmental
conservation (Aduda & Bolf, 2024).

3. Efforts To Resolve Mining Conflicts And Encourage Sustainable Development
In an area rich in mineral resources, mining conflicts often arise due to competition
over access and management of these resources. This conflict not only causes social tension,
but also has the potential to damage the environment. Therefore, special efforts are needed
to resolve mining conflicts and encourage sustainable development. As a first step, dialogue
and mediation between the parties involved is important (Heydari & Osanloo, 2024).
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Meetings facilitated by neutral parties can help find common ground and reduce
misunderstandings. In a conducive atmosphere, mining companies, local communities and
governments can develop joint plans for fair and responsible resource management (Aduda
& Bolf, 2024).

Empowering local communities is the key to reducing inequality and increasing
prosperity. Training and education programs can improve the community's ability to
manage natural resources and participate in decision-making processes. Thus, they can take
advantage of the economic benefits of mining activities without damaging the environment
(Engels, 2022). Mining companies must implement responsible practices, such as
environmentally friendly mining, post-mining land rehabilitation, and transparency in
operations. This policy not only reduces negative impacts on the environment, but also
builds trust and support from local communities.

The government has an important role in supervising mining activities and
implementing strict regulations. Clear laws and regulations can set environmental and social
standards that mining companies must meet. Effective supervision can prevent violations
and ensure that mining activities take place in a sustainable manner. Partnerships between
mining companies, government, local communities and non-governmental organizations
can create synergy in sustainable development efforts (Engels, 2022). This collaboration
can produce innovative initiatives that address social and environmental problems, as well
as promote inclusive economic growth. Resolving mining conflicts and promoting
sustainable development requires a comprehensive and participatory approach. By
involving all relevant parties, promoting responsible mining practices, and strengthening
supervision and regulation, a mining model can be created that benefits all, without harming
the environment and local communities (Ezeudu, 2024).

Conclusion

This research concludes that efforts to resolve mining conflicts and encourage
sustainable development require a holistic and sustainable approach. Through the active
involvement of all stakeholders, including governments, mining companies, local
communities, and non-governmental organizations, conflicts can be resolved in a way that
benefits all parties. Strategies that involve open dialogue, transparency and involvement of
local communities in decision making are the keys to success. In addition, it is important to
pay attention to environmental and social aspects in mining activities, ensuring that negative
impacts are minimized and benefits are extended to surrounding communities. With this
approach, conflict can be turned into an opportunity to promote inclusive and sustainable
development.
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